A
Conversation
with
Don
Lemon, CNN Anchor, on His New
Book, ‘This Is The Fire: What
I Say to My Friends About
Racism’

Join Michael Zeldin for this important conversation on race in
America with Don Lemon as they discuss his book, This Is The
Fire: What I Say to My Friends About Racism. This frank
conversation addresses the root causes of systemic racism and
the steps that must be taken to eradicate it: Commitment,
forbearance, and hard work.
In recognition of Juneteenth, CommPRO & The Museum of Public
Relations are pleased to share this special episode of That
Said With Michael Zeldin podcast.

Guest
Don Lemon

CNN Anchor | Author, “This Is The Fire:
What I Say to My Friends About Racism”
Don Lemon anchors Don Lemon Tonight airing weeknights at 10pm.
He also serves as a correspondent across CNN/U.S. programming.
Based out of the network’s New York bureau, Lemon joined CNN
in September 2006. He is a #1 best selling New York Times
author of This Is The Fire: What I Say to My Friends About
Racism.A news veteran of Chicago, Lemon reported from Chicago
in the days leading up to the 2008 presidential election,
including an interview with then-Rep. Rahm Emanuel on the day
he accepted the position of Chief of Staff for President-elect
Barack Obama. He also interviewed Anne Cooper, the 106-year
old voter President-elect Obama highlighted in his election
night acceptance speech after he had seen Lemon’s interview
with Cooper on CNN. He has served as moderator for CNN’s
political town halls, co-moderated first 2020 Democratic
Presidential Debate and co-hosted Color of Covid special that
addressed the pandemic’s impact on communities of color. Lemon
served as the network’s leading voice guiding viewers through
the death of George Floyd and summer of nationwide protests
and riots.
He has reported and anchored on-the-scene for CNN from many
breaking news stories, including the Orlando shooting at Pulse
Nightclub (2016), Charleston church shooting (2015), death of

Freddie Gray while in police custody, the shooting of unarmed
teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO (2014), the George
Zimmerman trial (2013), the Boston marathon bombing (2013),
the Philadelphia building collapse (2013),the Sandy Hook
Elementary School shooting (2012), the Colorado Theater
Shooting (2012), the death of Whitney Houston, the Inaugural
of the 44th President in Washington, D.C., the death of
Michael Jackson (2009), Hurricane Gustav in Louisiana (2008)
and the Minneapolis bridge collapse (2007).
Lemon has also anchored the network’s breaking news coverage
of the earthquake and tsunami in Japan, the Arab Spring, the
death of Osama Bin Laden and Joplin tornado. He reported for
CNN’s documentary Race and Rage: The Beating of Rodney King,
which aired 20 years to the day of the beating. He is also
known for holding politicians and public officials accountable
in his “No Talking Points” segment.
He joined CNN after serving as a co-anchor for the 5 p.m.
newscast for NBC5 News in Chicago. He joined the station in
August 2003 as an anchor and reporter after working in New
York as a correspondent for NBC News, The Today Show and NBC
Nightly News. In addition to his reporting in New York, Lemon
worked as an anchor on Weekend Today and on MSNBC. While at
NBC, he covered the explosion of Space Shuttle Columbia, SARS
in Canada and numerous other stories of national and global
importance.
In addition to NBC5 and NBC News, Lemon has served as a
weekend anchor and general assignment reporter for WCAU-TV, an
NBC affiliate in Philadelphia, an anchor and investigative
reporter for KTVI-TV in St. Louis and an anchor for WBRC-TV in
Birmingham. He began his career at WNYW in New York City as a
news assistant while still in college.
In 2009, Ebony named him as one of the Ebony Power 150: the
most influential Blacks in America. He has won an Edward R.
Murrow award for his coverage of the capture of the

Washington, D.C. snipers. He won an Emmy for a special report
on real estate in Chicagoland and various other awards for his
reporting on the AIDS epidemic in Africa and Hurricane
Katrina. In 2006, he won three more local Emmys for his
reporting in Africa and a business feature about Craigslist,
an online community.
Lemon serves as an adjunct professor at Brooklyn College,
teaching and participating in curriculum designed around new
media. He earned a degree in broadcast journalism from
Brooklyn College and also attended Louisiana State University.
Follow Don on Twitter: @donlemon

Host
Michael Zeldin

Michael Zeldin is a well-known and highly-regarded TV and
radio analyst/commentator.
He
has
covered
many
high-profile
matters,
including the Clinton impeachment proceedings, the Gore v.
Bush court challenges, Special Counsel Robert Muller’s
investigation of interference in the 2016 presidential
election, and the Trump impeachment proceedings.
In 2019, Michael was a Resident Fellow at the Institute of
Politics at the Harvard Kennedy School, where he taught a
study group on Independent Investigations of Presidents.

Previously, Michael was a federal prosecutor with the U.S.
Department of Justice. He also served as Deputy Independent/
Independent Counsel, investigating allegations of tampering
with presidential candidate Bill Clinton’s passport files,
and as Deputy Chief Counsel to the U.S. House of
Representatives, Foreign Affairs Committee, October Surprise
Task Force, investigating the handling of the American hostage
situation in Iran.
Michael is a prolific writer and has published Op-ed pieces
for CNN.com, The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The
Hill, The Washington Times, and The Washington Post.
Follow Michael on Twitter: @michaelzeldin

